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WONDER, AWE, CURTOSITY: HEARTS AND MINDS INSPIRED FOR LEARNING Team points

These points were
Message from Mr Davey collected this week,

Our wonderful Year 6’s have worked their socks off this week and we are incredibly proud of them all. you can find the

They have done everything they can and we now await the ’fruits of their labour’. | hope they enjoy this rolling totals on our
weekend that little bit more than usual. school website.

Please see that information later in the newsletter about the importance of reading with or reading to
your children. | cannot stress how vital this is to children’s imagination, brain development, reading and
writing ability, natural curiosity. If you have any questions about suitable books for your child’s age group
please talk to your children’s class teacher.

Attendance this week is amazing!! Every single year group is above our target of 96%. Thank you for your
support with improving school attendance. Have a lovely weekend. 1 week to go before half term.

Attendance

Reception—-98.99%

Year 1- 97.33% Charlie (Rec) Jesse P (Y2)
Year 2—97.25% Lily (Rec) Brooke (Y2)

Year 3-98.0% Mia (Rec) Poppy (Y2)

Year 4—-98.99% Cali (Y1)

Year 5—-97.98% Priscilla (Y1)

Year 6— 100% Freddie (Y1

<

Dates for your diary

Friday 24th May- Break up for half term (3:15 finish)

Monday 3rd June- INSET Day (no school)

Tuesday 4th June- children back to school

Thursday 6th June— D-Day 80th anniversary special day (special menu)
Wednesday 19th-21 June- Year 6 Residential

Wednesday 3rd July— Whole School Trip

Tuesday 9th July— Y5/6 Production- (9:15am and 4:30pm)

Wednesday 10th July- Sports Day

Friday 12th July— Henham Transition Morning (children with their new teacher)

Friday 19th July— End of Year Reports out to parents
VENTUS
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Tuesday 23rd July— End of term (Break up at 1:30pm)




School Menu changes

Due to the Catering Manager having a medical procedure in hospital next week, we are providing the attached al-
ternative menu with effect from Monday 13th May 2024 until Friday 24th May 2024.

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

PICNIC DAY Pasta Bolognaise PICNIC DAY Omega3
With warm bread Fish Fingers
Baguettes with Baguettes with Chips and Peas
Cheese Cheese
Tuna or Ham Cheese and Tomato Tuna or Ham Quorn Buttermilk
Pasta Bake Burgers and Chips
With warm bread

Salad bar

Fruit, Yogurt and
Peaches

You may remember that at the beginning of the year | put out a questionnaire to parents to find out your opinions of
the school when | first started. Between now and the end of the year what | thought would be good for you to see is
how | have addressed the results of that survey.

| will highlight each question one by one

Back in October, Our Survey said!

5. The school makes me aware of what my child will learn throughout the year (0 point)

More Details

. Strongly agree
Agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Disagree

Strongly disagree

The actions we have taken to improve this since October

‘Class in the spotlight’ section on Newsletter
Termly Parents evening meetings

Updated Curriculum content on school website.

We are also developing further ways to improve this yet to be announced.




SCHOOL PARKING

Term Dates for 2024/2025

Essex County Council School Term and Holiday Dates
for Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools -
Academic Year 2024-2025

Since last week’s message about using our school car park
there has been a huge improvement in the mornings but
there is still great concern for the safety of our children at
the end of the day.

September 2024 October 2024 November 2024 December 2024

NEOEEE Tlw]r B
2
9 special consideration and it has been approved by the
16
23
30

The car park is not to be used by parents unless they have

headteacher.

January March 2025 April 2025

T|W|T F F w F

H 2 2 3 4
7 9 1"
" - 1
2
®

Secondary Transition Days

We have called the secondary schools and they have in-

formed us that these are the dates of ‘moving up days’

Joyce Frankland- 28th June
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. =Weekends

Boys High— 11th July

SWCH- 27th and 28th June

Hockerill- 8th June

D = School holidays . = Bank holidays

Herts and Essex— 3rd July (pm) and 11th July
Birchwood- 11th July
Avanti- ?
Helena Romana—27th and 28th June

Forest Hall- 27th June

“Reading aloud to your children is a
gift that will last a lifetime.”

Maya Angelou, author & poet

Why is Reading important?

Reading is a vital skill in education and allows children to access a deeper understanding of the world
around them. Studies show that reading for pleasure is strongly linked to children’s educational
performance. It is suggested that children who read for enjoyment every day, not only perform better
in reading tests than those who don’t, but also develop a broader vocabulary, increased general
knowledge and a better understanding of other cultures. In fact, reading for pleasure is more likely to
determine whether a child does well at school than their social or economic background. Therefore,

. . . . reading matters emotionally, culturally and educationally and it matters to everyone.
Creating a positive readmg routine

Reading with your child should be an enjoyable and reqular experience, where you can E d f h .
connect and be curious about what you are about to read together. It is an opportunity Breadth & De th reedom or choice
to have quality time with your child and get an insight into their amazing progress and p

If we want children to read for pleasure, we need to ensure they

learning journey. Here are some tips to ensure you are creating a rewarding reading
experience for your child:

Be curious — ‘Let’s look at the front cover together — what do you think this story is
about?
Make it enjoyable - if you're not showing interest and enjoyment, your child won't
either.

Read stories again - revisit favourite stories, encourage your child to join in with
bits they know, explore interesting vocabulary together and link stories and events
to personal experiences.

It is important that children read a wide range of books to increase their confidence
and fluency. By exposing your child to different text types, you are offering them an
insight into different worlds, extending their vocabulary and showing a variety of
images and cultural insights. Here are some different genres to start exploring with
your child that stretch beyond fiction:

Non-fiction/ fact and information texts
Science fiction & fantasy

Historical fiction

Poetry and playwriting

Graphic novels

are reading books that they deem enjoyable. Choice and interest
are highly related. Therefore, try to encourage your child's
independence with reading so that they can take ownership of this.
Research states that, “having access to resources and having
books of their own has a greater impact on your child’s
attainment.” Therefore, try to create a reading culture at home
where your child can explore choice and freedom with their

reading.




Class in the spotlight

Each week, we will focus on a different class and share all the creative and fun lessons they have been
doing. This week we are focussed on our Year 5 children.

Year 2 have had an excellent week! Their behaviour has been impeccable and they have been working
really hard on collaborating in small groups and teams without any disagreements. We are so proud of

them and how they are being excellent friends and classmates :)

In Science this half term, we have been looking at Plants. We decid-
ed on a question that we wanted to find out about how plants grow

and then created out own experiment.
Some questions tested:
. Do plants grow better in the light or dark?

Can plants grow when you water them with orange juice or
Ribena?

Will plants grow taller when planted in sawdust, soil or cotton

wool?

We watered our plants at school and took care of them seeing how

In History we have been learning all the three long-
est reigning queens. We have found out facts all
about Queen Elizabeth |, Queen Victoria and our
most recent Queen, Queen Elizabeth II.

As we are almost at the end of the half term, this
week we created fact files about one of the
gueens. We wrote down facts we had learnt and
decorated them with pictures of the queens or
things that reminded us of them. Did you know
that Queen Elizabeth Il supported Arsenal?




In Art, we have been attempting to become Architects and
design our own buildings. Some of us created houses, stadi-
ums, shops and even a few caravans and flying homes! We

then worked on showing our expert tidying skills as the

classroom was a mess!

In English, we have been reading
The Green Ship by Quentin
Blake. A lot of children already
recognised his illustrations from
their favourite Roald
il Dahl books. We
thought about what
we would want to
find in the forest and
then worked as a
table to label the
different parts of the
ship.




Henham & Ugley Primary
School PSA

Monday 20th May 3.15pm

All non-Logo items FREE!

Logo items £1

All boxes sorted by age (from 3yrs-12+ yrs).
Card and Cash accepted.

Parenikind

Member Association




Well done to the chil-
dren who attended the
tennis event last week.
For the second year
running we came

home
CHAMPIONS!

Very proud of you all.

HENHAM TENNIS CLUB OPEN DAY
SUNDAY 19™ MAY 2024

Carters Lane, Henham CM22 6AQ

meTSpm

BBQ/Refreshments

Have a ‘go’ on court Ball machine

Meet some of the members i b

forward to seeing you!
e

We look
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. _SMARTWATC

tids love gadgets, and smartwatches - avaliable to buy from os fittie as £20 online - make |
with any type of mobile technology, though, smartwatches can pose risks to children unless they’re used
. Recelving unwanted calls, cyber-stalking ond distracting a young person when they're crossing
the road are oll known risks assoclated with smartwotches. However, these devices can bring plenty,
ot benefits for chiidren and porents alike Sxarmine the pros ond cons of smartwotches. i
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