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1. Can you identify the city? What clues are there to suggest this? (C6/2b) Some famous London landmarks are visible e.g. Big Ben, Tower Bridge, The London Eye, The Gherkin and St Paul’s Cathedral.

2. Is there anything unusual in the picture that you wouldn’t normally expect to see? (L5/2g) Answers could include: such high flood waters, polar bears and seals, floating ice, an unusual looking tower.

3. Where would you normally expect to find the animals that are present in the image?  (C6/2b)  The Arctic

4. What do you  think has caused the  flooding?  (P2/2e)  Children may suggest heavy rain, although   the waters may be too  high for  this. They may make links to  increasing global temperatures causing  ice from both polar regions to melt; this results in rising sea levels and flooding.

5. Do you think this is a  real picture of  possible future  events? Why/why  not?  (C4)  It  would  be very unlikely that the polar bears and seals would  have travelled that  far from the Arctic. The  ice  they are floating on would probably have melted as it’s warmer in the UK than in the Arctic. Flood defences are already in place on the River Thames so this  level of  flooding may not be  possible. In  the future, steps may have been taken to prevent further melting of the polar ice caps. This is an artistic impression of a possible future.

6. What do you notice about the unusual tower? Why do you think it was built?  (P5/2d)   It  appears to have been built for people to live in. It looks like it has been designed specifically for this purpose as it is water-tight and has a power supply. The city is in ruins, so the people of London would be homeless without it. Or, it may be just a tourist attraction and everyone has long since been evacuated to other areas.

7. Do you think the tower is large enough  to  provide sanctuary for  the  whole  population of London?  If  not,  what has happened to the  rest of the  people?  (P2/2e)   Over 8  million people live in London,  so it would be impossible for them all to live here. Perhaps more of these towers have been built. Perhaps some people have been evacuated.

8. Do you think that people would be  able to live in a tower  like this indefinitely?  (P2/2e)  Pupils  will need to consider where fresh food and water is going to come from. They would also need to consider where the power supply for lighting, heating and cooking is coming from.

9. Would you like to live in a tower like this? Explain your answer with reference to the text. (R2) Various responses.

10. Do you think the rest of the UK is flooded too? (P2/2e) Low lying areas would probably be in the same state, but parts of the UK are much higher above sea level and might have escaped the floods.

11. How would you describe the body language of the polar bears and seals? (P5/2d) They appear to be watching each other cautiously. The seals will see the polar bears as a threat and the polar bears will see the seals as a potential meal. Currently, they look too relaxed to be of any threat.
12. Identify ONE question you would like to ask about this scene. (P4) Various responses.
13. Summarise this image in a few, well chosen sentences. (S2/2c) Various responses.


Submerged City – Vocab 1 Write the definitions for each of these words.

	
apocalyptic
	
describing the complete destruction of the world

	
catastrophe
	
an event causing great and often sudden damage or suffering

	
derelict
	
in a very poor condition as a result of disuse and neglect

	
devastation
	
great destruction or damage

	
dystopia
	
an imagined place or state in which everything is unpleasant or bad

	
evacuate
	
remove someone from a place of danger to a safe place

	
futuristic
	
having or involving very modern technology or design

	
indefinitely
	
for an unlimited or unspecified period of time

	
glacier
	
a slowly moving mass of ice

	global warming
	
a gradual increase in overall temperature of the Earth’s atmosphere

	
ice cap
	
a covering of ice over a large area, especially on the polar region of a planet

	
precipitation
	
rain, snow, sleet or hail that falls to the ground

	
sanctuary
	
a place of refuge or safety

	
submerged
	
cause to be underwater

	
sustainable
	
able to be maintained at a certain rate or level




Submerged City – Vocab  2
Task A

Add -cial or -tial to complete these words.

	· official
	· special

	· partial
	· artificial

	· confidential
	· essential




Task B

Correct the spelling of these words.
· sacrafice
sacrifice
· signeture
signature
· acheive
achieve

· garantee
guarantee
· appreiciate
appreciate
· desparate
desperate



Challenge

Make up your own mnemonic to help you remember how to spell the following words:

environmental
catastrophe

dilapidated

Submerged City – SPAG
· Search the image for as many different nouns as possible and record them in the chart below.

	Common Noun
	Proper Noun

	e.g. seal polar bear building
water ice clock
	e.g. London
Big Ben
St Paul’s Cathedral The Gherkin Tower Bridge
The London Eye

	Collective Noun
	Abstract Noun

	e.g. celebration of polar bears herd of seals
crowd of people
	e.g. chaos sorrow hunger hope anger
hopelessness



· Use a selection of the prepositions below to write sentences about the image.

	above
	under
	next to
	in front of

	behind
	near
	between
	beyond


e.g. Above the submerged city, the sun shone weakly.
Under the grimy, polluted water, the lights from  the tower  shone brightly.  A futuristic tower stood next to the old, historic building.
In front of the Gherkin, a collection of bemused animals waited on the ice. Behind the safety of the water-tight window, people stood and gawped at the overwhelming sight.
Near the seals, some hungry and expectant polar bears stood. Between the buildings, several chunks of ice floated gently by. The scene of utter devastation continued beyond Tower Bridge.


