Why was the peasants' revolt of 1381 important?
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Why was the peasants' revolt of 1381 important?



Causes:
The uprising was caused by attempts to increase tax, to finance wars overseas, the Hundred Years' War started by King Edward III of England. The young King, Richard II, was also another reason for the uprising, as he was only 14 at the time, and unpopular men such as John of Gaunt (the acting regent), Simon Sudbury (Chancellor and Archbishop of Canterbury) and Sir Robert Hales (the Lord Treasurer, responsible for the poll tax) were left to rule instead, and many saw them as trying to take advantage of the King. 
A longer-term factor was the impact of the Black Death. The Black Death ravaged England in 1348 and 1349 had greatly reduced the number of workers, and, as a result, labourers were able to demand bigger wages. A law was created to keep down wages for workers but this didn’t stop Lords making huge profits.
Incidents in the Essex villages of Fobbing and Brentwood triggered the uprising. On 30th May, John Brampton attempted to collect the poll tax from villagers at Fobbing. The villagers, led by Thomas Baker, a local landowner, told Brampton that they would give him nothing and he was forced to leave the village empty handed. Robert Belknap (Chief Justice) was sent to investigate the incident and to punish the offenders. On 2nd June, he was attacked at Brentwood. Soon people moved on London in an armed uprising.




In June 1381, two groups of common people from the southeastern counties of Kent and Essex marched on London. "Wat" Tyler, was at the head of a group from Kent. 





A group of rebels stormed the Tower of London and executed those hiding there, including the Lord Chancellor, Simon of Sudbury, the Archbishop of Canterbury  and the Robert de Hales (Lord Treasurer). The Savoy Palace of the king's uncle John of Gaunt was one of the London buildings destroyed by the rioters. Richard II agreed quickly to reforms such as fair rents and the abolition of serfdom.

Smithfield
At Smithfield, on the following day, further negotiations with the king were arranged, but on this occasion the meeting did not go according to plan. Wat Tyler left his army and rode forth to speak with the King and his party. Tyler showed not manners or respect to the king dismounting his horse and calling for a drink most rudely. In the ensuing dispute, Tyler drew his dagger and William Walworth, the Mayor of London, drew his sword and attacked Tyler, mortally wounding him in the neck then ran it through Tyler's stomach killing him almost instantly. Seeing him surrounded by the King's entourage, the rebel army was in uproar, but King Richard, seizing the opportunity,rode forth and shouted "You shall have no captain but me.". He promised the rebels that all was well, that Tyler had been knighted, and their demands would be met - they were to march to St John's Fields, where Wat Tyler would meet them. This they duly did, but the King broke his promise. The nobles quickly re-established their control with the help of a hastily organised ‘army’ of 7000, and most of the other leaders were pursued, captured and executed. Jack Straw turned on his associates under torture and betrayed many of them to the executioner - though it did not save him. Following the collapse of the revolt, the king's concessions were quickly taken back.
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